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TOTAL Distribution this issue = 189 O'Connell: "Ah-h, just right." 

MAILING 

SLEEVE 

THE ENTIRE MAILING SLEEVE ATTACHED TO THIS NEWSLETTER CAN BE EASILY 

REMOVED SINCE IT IS NOT STAPLED TO THE MAIN BODY OF THE NEWSLETTER, 

IT CONTAINS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR BOTH YANKEE CHAPTER AND THE 

NATIONAL AMC OF A. THESE CAN BE USED FOR NEW MEMBERSHIPS OR RENEWAL 

OF OLD ONES. BE SURE TO ENCLOSE THE REQUIRED SASE'S WITH YOUR DUES, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

YANKEE CHATTER is the official newsletter of the YANKEE Chapter of the Antique Motorcycle Club of America, and is published 
four times each year on a seasona 1 basis: WINTER, SPRING, SUMMER and AUTU�1N. The YANKEE Chapter of the AMC 

of A was established in the ectrly Spring of 1972. Dues for the 1985 membership year are$ 5.00 single; $ 7.50 with spouse. 

Applicants wishing to join the YANKEE Chapter must FIRST be members in good standing of the National AMC of A; however, 
applicants may apply for both memberships to the Chapter Secretary/Treasurer at any time. National AMC of A membership 
dues for the year 1985 are $ 15.00. 

Distribution of YANKEE CHATTER is to members of record in good standing (paid up), officers and directors of the AMC of 
A, and editors and other officers of the AMC of A Chapters. As a member of National AMC of A, YANKEE Chapter is a non-prof
it organization. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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NATIONAL NEWS 

by Geor ge L. Yar ocki 

THEODORE A. HODGDON - 1901-1984 

It is with deep regret that I report to our YANKEE Chapter members the death of 
Theodore A. Hodgdon in Sarasota, Florida on December 5, 1984, at the age of 83. 

Ted was one of the four ori gina 1 founders of the AMC of A in 1954 - 30 years ago. 
He was a major contributor to the AMC of A's magazine " The ANTIQUE MOTORCYCLE". He 
always supported the efforts of the YANKEE Chapter, and on occasion attended our 
meets and made the presentation of the Chapter's HODGDON Trophy. 

Our complete sympathy is extended to his wife Alice and his grandchildren in 
their time of trouble and great loss. 

NATIONAL MEET Notice - June 29-30, 1985 

In a discussion with Charlie Carter about publishing the notice of our June 1985 
National Meet, I suggested that we try to put the first notice in the WINTER 1984 issue 
of the AMC of A Magazine; however, Charlie thought that the SPRING 1985 issue would be 
closer to the date, which makes more sense, as that issue will be sent out about April 
15, 1985, a good two months before the meet. 

DEADLINES for AMC of �Magazine 

When any member wishes to submit material for publication in the AMC of A Magazine 
(including ads) please note that it should be mailed at least three weeks before these 
target dates: 

SPRING Issue April 15 
SUMMER Issue: July 15 

FALL Issue: October 15 
WINTER Issue: January 10 

Caution: DO NOT send anything for any issue ,beyond the target date of that issue. 
In the event that you wish to run a continuous ad you must re-submit it 

for ear.h issue (three weeks prior to target date) since ads are run for one issue at a 
time. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Our 1985 blue National AMC of A Membership Cards look something like these illustrations. 
The front carries the member's AMC of A number, name, and valid dates; the reverse carries 
a list of the eight scheduled National AMC of A meets for 1985--a very handy and ready ref-
erence. 

NATIONAL MEETS SCHEDULED FOR 1985 

Fla. - - Mar. 2-3 Maumee - - - July 20-21 
Col NJ Apr. 27-28 Rocky Mtn July 28-29-30 
Omaha May 25-26 Perkiomen - - Aug. 17-18 
Yankee Jun 29-30 Chief Blackhawk Sept. 7-8 

* 

* 

1985 N� 0000 

Antique 
Motorcycle Club 
of America, Inc. 

Dua Paid f<om Jan. 1, 198S 
to Dec. 31, 198S 

Member "JOE" YANKEE 
, .. 

Treasurer ( ( � � 
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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 

Fellow YANKEE Members, 

First, a very personal note: I wish to extend my sin
cere thanks to all the YANKS for their wonderful bouquet, 
their cards, and many expressions of sympathy to me and 
mine during our recent bereavement--Thank you. 

I was much surprised and highly pleased to find that 
after the December 2, 1984 Business Meeting and Christmas 
Party I am now Director of the YANKEE Chapter of the At�C 
of A. 

My personal involvement with the AMC of A, and ultim
ately with the YANKEE Chapter, began 10 years or so ago; 
however, my exposure to motorcycling was much earlier. 
Both of my parents were motorcycle enthusiasts and for 
many years I listened with fascination to their tales of 
exciting adventure, all of which was most enjoyable to me. 

Our Club meets and other activities are a link to an 
otherwise forgotten era - the Golden Age of motorcycling. 
Today there are many in-line 4's, numerous V-twins, and 
even bicycles with small engines, all spanning the 
breadth of this century, and in many cases, in condition 
often better than when new ! 

Our YANKEE members are just as unique, compr1s1ng all 
ages and walks of life, and all blending together per
fectly. 

I am very confident that the youth of our Club will 
proliferate and carry on this wonderful hobby which the 
founders of the AMC of A and the YANKEE Chapter worked so 
hard to get started. 

At this time, I would like to welcome Fred Hirsch as 
our newsletter Editor. This job of communication, with 
all of its various ramifications is most important and 
very time-consuming, and Fred has the experience and back
ground needed for this task. 

One of my first duties as Chapter Director will be 
to call a meeting of all officers for Sunday, January 
27, 1985, and I will contact everyone concerned with 
further details. 

My address and telephone number are included in the 
list of officers on page 2 of this issue, and I am readily 
available for any suggestions or complaints, puffs or 
pans, brickbats or kudos - whatever. Drop me a line or 
give me a call. 

Thanks again for the honor of appointing me as your 
Chapter Director, and be assured that I shall do my best 
to warrant your trust and faith. 

* * * 

John Pierce 
Chapter Director 

FOOD and BANQUET Committee - At the December 2, 1g34 
Business Meeting of our 

Chapter Jessie Aikman was appointed as a committee of 
one to head up the Food and Banquet requirements for 
the year 1985. Below are her thoughts regarding the 
National Meet banquet and our local Chapter events; but 
in order to accomplish her task she needs some input 
about what and how much should be done: 
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1 - Are YANKEE Chapter members or spouses willing 
to assist with the food preparation and cooking 
in order to lower the individual meal cost? 

(Continued next column) 

2 - How elaborate should the National banquet be? 

3 - Should the National banquet be catered; OR should 
it be a Chapter-type do-it-ourselves meal ? 

4 - Should there be a concession to sell hamburgers 
during the day as a means of making some money 
for the Club treasury, and then have a catered 
banquet; OR should both be handled as do-it-our
selves projects ? 

5 - Should we consider pot-luck meals for Chapter 
events ? 

All Chapter members are asked to PLEASE contact Jessie 
before the April 1985 Business Meeting. Let her know 
what you would like and what assistance you can give her. 
She will organize and supervise everything having to do 
with these matters. Call her at (603) 749-2799 or write 
your thoughts and ideas to her: 

Jessie Aikman 
Sligo Road 
Dover, New Hampshire 03820 

* * * 

EDITOR'S Notes 

and Other Nonsense 

Fr-editor Who? - YANKEE Chapter members who attended the 
December 2, 1984 Business Meeting and 

Christmas Party might remember observing George Yarocki and 
Fred Hirsch standing in a corner of the Squash Inn lounge 
having what appeared to be a quiet but intense conversation 
about antique motorcycles; but, what no one really saw was 
that George had Fred's arm twisted around and halfway up 
his back, and what may have seemed like a weighty motor
cycle discussion was Fred yowling in a lowered tone, "Okay, 
okay, l eggo the arm, I 'll do it--I'll take over the job as 
newsletter editor ! " 

. . and that's how that item got on the agenda of 
business for that meeting. 

.Who is Fred Hirsch anyway? Did you ever notice an old buz
zard-riding around at various meets on something that re
sembles a bicycle without working his legs too much? That's 
him. (There's a nest of hornets in that metal canister over 
the front wheel making it turn while they buzz like crazy) . 
He always has a bunch of tin buttons to sell to the unsus
pecting - claims he makes them himself out of old mudguards 
as a non-profit venture to supplement the Club treasury. 
That's him. And he drives a little old red pick-up diesel 
truck with a top-heavy camper, often referred to as "Fred's 
little red wagon". That's him, too. 

Now, this is all the good stuff you know about him. 
What you may not know is that Fred is a 10-year member of 
the Vintage Motor Bike Club, and for six of those years 
(1978-1984) he was Editor of that Club's newsletter, pub
lishing 24 issues about what AMC of A classifies as 
Power Cycles. He has never been gainfully employed as an 
editor and works at it strictly as a hobby. 

He has been a member of the AMC of A for 12 years; a 
member of YANKEE Chapter for six years; and a member of 
EMPIRE Chapter for six years. He has won his share of 
trophies at local Chapter and National meets. 

He's a real fuss-budget about proper English in its 
written form, and re-writing reports and articles is 'old 
hat' to him, but there are years of experience behind him. 
Let's hope it can all be put to good use for the benefit 
of the YANKEE Chapter. 

* * * 



MINUTES of the YANKEE Chapter Business Meeting 

Held at the Squash Inn, Moosup, Connecticut 

December 2, 1984 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 P.M. by 
Chapter Director Alan Tonges, who opened his remarks 
by submitting his resignation to become effective im
mediately, because of understandable personal obliga-
tions and commitments. He then handed the gavel 
over to Paul Santopietro who presided over the meet
ing from that point. 

The next item on the agenda was one of nominations 
from the floor to fill the vacancy thus created. It 
was noted that should one of the Vice Directors be 
elected as Chapter Director, a second vacancy would 
then be created (that of Vice Director), and it was 
agreed that from the nominees, whoever received the 
most number of votes would become Director, and who
ever received the second highest number of votes would 
fill the vacated Vice Directorship. The nominees were: 
John Pierce (who was absent from the meeting, but who 
had previously voiced his willingness to serve); Rudy 
J. Litke; and Paul Santopietro. The results of the 
subsequent voting by secret ballot was John Pierce 
for Chapter Director; Paul Santopietro for Vice 
Director. 

The next order of business was the selection of the 
Chapter logo from the 34 numbered designs which had 
been submitted by YANKEE members and which were dis
played for all to inspect and vote on. Voting was by 
secret ballot and No. 21, submitted by Paul Santopietro 
was the winner. He requested that his prize of $ 20.00 
covering Chapter and National memberships for 1985 be 
retained in the Club Treasury. The chosen design was 
then given to Charlene Peirce to have camera-ready copy 
made for continuing Chapter use. 

Giles Adams brought to the meeting the old Chapter 
sign which needs to be refinished before it can be used 
at future activities and Chuck Schmidt volunteered for 
this assignment. 

A discussion on camping fees for 1985 followed, and 
$ 5.00 per site for members and their guests was agreed 

upon, with a note that members will be responsible for 
their guests. 

George Yarocki presented some National AMC of A news, 
including a list of 10 new rules, National signs, and 
the new National constitution (copies of which will be 
sent to members shortly). George also displayed a 
copy of the new AMC of A Subject Index prepared by 
Doug Strange (see also YANKEE PEDLAR this issue for 
AMC of A ad). 

The question of spouse membership was brought up and 
discussed at some length. It was finally decided to 
charge$ 7.50 for member and spouse, both to have voting 
privileges, and to share one copy of the newsletter per 
couple. This matter was carried by a show of hands, 
18 to 9. 

Adding a bit of comic relief to the meeting, Bob 
Peirce then presented out-going Chapter Director Alan 
Tonges with an "early photo of him" taken at the Read
ing Speedway in Pennsylvania, Also, the newsletter 
staff's favorite photo of 1984 - The Wienie Biters, 
Chuck Schmidt and Dan Whitcomb - was shown, and color 
copies presented to each of them by George Yarocki. 

Next on the agenda, George Yarocki stated that he 
would like to ask Fred Hirsch to consider taking over 
the task of editing the newsletter, since Rudy J. Litke 
had decided to step down because of other commitments. 

Fred accepted with the overwhelming support of all in atten
dance. Chapter appreciation was extended to Rudy and George 
and Milli Yarocki for their efforts in editing, preparing and 
sending out the 1984 issues of YANKEE CHATTER. 

The most important order of business was then discussed -
our YANKEE Chapter National Meet which will be held in Acton, 
Maine on June 29-30. 

The following members volunteered to serve as 'committees 
of one' for the various tasks: 

Food and Banquet 
Field Games 
Gate Control 
Entertainment 
Awards 
Road Run 
Security 
Registration 
Track 
Trash 
Camping 
Judging 
Photos 
First Aid 
Flea Market 

Jessie Aikman 
Paul ("Diz") Santopietro 
John Pierce 
Dave ("Rat") Scherk 
Scott Blessington 
Dan Whitcomb 
Chuck Schmidt 
Charlene Peirce 
Bob ("Zeke") Peirce 
Gary ("Snerf") Saunders 
John Pierce and Chuck Schmidt 
Dave ("Rat") Scherk 
Tom " (Torch") Neill 
Karl Nagy 
Tom ("Torch") Neill and George Yarocki 

A motion was made to raise Chapter dues to $ 10.00 a year, 
but it was defeated by an almost unanimous show of hands. 

Reaching no further conclusions, but anticipating the best 
ever YANKEE Chapter National Meet (with our appetites peaked) 
the meeting was adjourned at 3:02 P. M. 

The closing Treasury balance for the year 1984 was $ 566.92 
with over 40 memberships already received. 

Respectfully submitted 
Charlene Peirce, Secretary/Treasurer 

* 

After the Business Meeting, the assembled group enjoyed the 
pot-luck buffet and YANKEE Chapter extends its special thanks 
to Greg Campbell for the use of his establishment, The 
Squash Inn, to hold our Business Meeting and Christmas Party. 

We also extend our thanks to Leslie Taylor and Leslie Jelli
�on for all of their work in making this get-together most en
JOyable. 

1985 YANKEE Chapter Membership Cards are at the printer and 
will be mailed out as soon as we have them on hand. 

* * * 

IMPORTANT NOTICE - Unless we re
ceive your 1985 
YANKEE Chapter 

membership dues soon, this will 
be the last issue of YANKEE 

CHATTER that you wi 1 1  receive 
until they are paid. An Ap

plication for Membership is 
enclosed for your conven

ience, so do yourself a 
favor and take care of 
this little matter before 

it is too late. If you have 
already renewed for 1985 please 

disregard this notice. 
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Champions Of Last Year 

Photo by Chuck Schmidt 

The YANKEE team of winners at the Moosup Meet - 1984 

Left to Right - Charles Haskins, Don Switter, Dick Downs, George Twine, 
Fred Hirsch, Earl Bentley, 11 Andy11 (Sterling) Anderson. 



YANKEE 

WANTED - YANKEE Chapter Historical notes: 
anything and everything. (Refer

ence: Rudy J. Litke's report of the Busi
ness Meeting held at Moosup, Connecticut on 
September 22, 1984, item No. 6 - "Decided 
to check out History of Chapter. " Send 
anything you can supply to: 

Fred Hirsch, Editor 
YANKEE CHATTER 
P. 0. Box 123 
Carolina, Rhode Island 02812 

FOR SALE: Xerox copies of Motorcycle Literature 1900·1953 
on over 20 American makes. Send $3.00 for a 60 page catalog 
listing the complete collection. Individual Xerox copies may 
be ordered from the catalog at 15¢ per page as well as 
sets of copies covering a single model year. Dealer Bulletins, 
Service Bulletins etc. 

Reproduction Exhaust systems for the 101 Indian Scout 1928, 
1929 and 1930 (Complete or any part) exactly like the original. 
Send SASE for description and prices. 

G. L. YAROCKI COMPANY 

Dealing In "Antique" Motorcycles, Parts and Literature 

(203) 482·9215 

679 RIVERSIDE AVENUE 

TORRINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06790 

FOR SALE - H-D engine No. 30c2054 Single, - --

no mag, no cracks, no missing 
fins - was rusted, but has been soaked in 
oil for years; H-D engine No. 10577 MSD with 
mag, some parts missing, but fairly complete; 
INDIAN engine No. COC702 with mag but broken 
housing, few fins, Serial No. H14174A, trans
mission/clutch complete, no cracks; Hedstrom 
carburettor, HENDEE Mfg. Pat. June 9, 1903, 
no cracks; Clincher type front wheels 23�" 
x 2V'. Best offer for each. John Yelland, 
46 Broad Street, Pinehurst, Massachusetts 
01866. 
Tel. (617) 667-9444 

FOR SALE or TRADE - My extra copy of the AMC - -- --
of A's brand new Subject 

Index, compiled and edited by Douglas J. 
Strange. Includes references to all of the 
material published by the AMC of A from Vol. 
1 (1960) through Vol. 21 (1982). 90 pages 
of where to find that picture or article 
you remember seeing or reading, but can' t 
remember where. Cost me $ 5.00 plus ship
ping. Will sell or trade. Fred Hirsch, 
P.O.Box 123, Carolina, Rhode Island 02812. 

PEDLAR 

WANTED - 1952, 1953 or 1954 Panhead in 
stock or restored condition. John 

Pierce, R 4, Epping Road, Exeter, New Hamp
shire 03833. 
Tel. (603) 778-7450 

WANTED- All issues of "The ANTIQUE MOTOR-
CYCLE" prior to 1972, beginning 

with Vol. L No. 1 (1960-1961); Vol. 2 
(1962); Vol. 3 (1963); Vol. 4 (1964-1965); 
Vol. 5 (1966); Vol. 6 (1967); Vol. 7 (1968); 
Vol. 8 (1969; Vol. 9 (1970); Vol. 10 (1971). 
ALSO, all Bulletins and newsletters pub
lished prior to 1960, such as Bulletin No. 
3-56 dated May 1, 1956. George L. Yarocki, 
679 Riverside Avenue, Torrington, Connecti
cut 06790. 
Tel. (203) 482-9215 

FOR SALE - 1942 Jr. Scout frame, rear mud- --

guard/tail light (no glass) and 
shifter. Peter Laferrier, P. O. Box 439, 
Sturbridge, Massachusetts 01566. 

The Antique Motorcycle Oub 
Can Offer The Following Items 

While They Last 

Wrist Watch with Club Logo Face ....... $25.00 
Watch Fobs with Club Logo ........... $ 5.00 
Cloth Emblems ................... $ 3.00 
Decals .......................... $ 1.00 

Index of Club Magazines . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5. 00 
3 0-year Pin ...................... $ 3.00 
3 0-year Badge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5. 00 

Back Issues of Magazines . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4. 00 

Please include $2.00 postage and handling 
fee for each order. 

Order from Club Secretary 
Dottie Wood, 14943 York Road 
Sparks, MD 21152 
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Acton, Maine 
Fairgrounds 

THE YANKEE CHAPTER NATIONAL MEET WILL BE HELD AT 

THE ACTON, MAINE FAIRGROUNDS JUNE 29 & 30, 1985, 
FoR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT ANY OF THE FOL
LOWING YANKEE CHAPTER MEMBERS: "ha leigh 

N. Berwick 

CHARLENE PEIRCE 

JOHN PIERCE 

DoN DEMERS 

From Maine Turnpike (1-95) take Exit 2 (Sanford-Wells) to Route 
109 NORTH. Follow 109 signs 22 miles to Acton Fairgrounds(on right). 

To avoid Boston traffic from the West--use Mass. Tpk. (Rt.l-90) 
East to Exit 11 A--I-495 North to I-95 North. Proceed as above. 

Bar-H Motel 
Robert Troccoll, Owner 
581 Main Street 
Sanford, Maine 04073 
(207) 324-4662 

MOTELS 

Allen's Inn-Motel Chateau 
Laurence C. Allen, Owner 
279 Main Street 
Sanford, Maine 04073 
(207) 324-2160 

Mousam Valley Motel 
Paula Lepore, Owner 
171 Mousam Lake Road 
Springvale, Maine 04083 
(207) 324-2165 

8 !Note � IMake Motel reservations early as this is summer vacation area. 
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